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The opposition Frente Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional (FSLN) pulled out of the Nicaraguan
National Assembly's executive committee (Junta Directiva) in early January, and the party disrupted
an Assembly session to demand additional representation on the committee. The governing Alianza
Liberal (AL), with support from minor parties, dominated the Jan. 9 election of junta members,
winning four of the junta's seven posts, including president, first vice president, and secretary.
Only one seat went to the FSLN. Proyecto Nacional and Camino Cristiano, minor parties considered
AL supporters, each received one seat on the junta. FSLN secretary general Daniel Ortega said the
election violated the Assembly's internal rules, as well as a December 1997 Supreme Court ruling
requiring representation on the junta according to each party's strength in the Assembly.
Since the FSLN holds 36 Assembly seats and the AL 41, Ortega insists that his party should have at
least two or even three junta seats. Victor Hugo Tinoco, leader of the FSLN Assembly delegation,
said the party would file a suit in the Court of Appeals to have the junta election results thrown out
and all official junta acts invalidated. AL leaders say the election of three non-AL deputies to the
junta satisfied the proportionality requirement.
Wording of the court ruling, however, is ambiguous. It says the Assembly "shall secure" ("debe
procurar") proportional representation on the junta. The outcome of the FSLN appeal may well
depend on whether the judges interpret "debe procurar" as a rigid requirement, as the FSLN claims,
or a vaguely defined goal, as the AL interprets it.
On Jan. 10, the first day of the new Assembly session, Monica Baltodano, the lone Sandinista on the
junta, refused to take her seat, while the other Sandinista deputies organized a boycott of Assembly
business. FSLN deputies banged on their desks and yelled epithets at President Arnold Aleman as
he attempted to deliver an address to the legislature on his first year in office. Aleman, furious at
being drowned out by the racket, called the demonstration "uncivilized" and dismissed the protest
as a Sandinista tantrum. Noel Pereira Majano, first secretary of the junta, said that order would be
maintained in future Assembly sessions and that the junta would consider imposing sanctions on
deputies who interrupt proceedings.
Daniel Ortega calls for nationwide protest The following week, Ortega called on FSLN cadres
around the country to organize street protests to force Aleman and the AL to negotiate the junta
makeup. But his speech went beyond the junta issue, resembling the tactics the party used
effectively last year to force Aleman into a national dialogue on the administration's fundamental
policies (see EcoCentral, 04/24/97 and 07/10/97).
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"The government continually abuses the people on questions of hunger, unemployment, health,
and education," Ortega said. Meanwhile, Ortega said the party is open to discussions with the AL
regarding the junta issue. However, FSLN Assembly leader Tinoco insists that existing rules and the
Supreme Court decision on proportionality must be the basis for talks. Aleman and AL leaders also
called for talks. Assembly president AL deputy Ivan Escobar offered to participate in negotiations
with the FSLN to resolve the crisis. He said no change would be made in the junta's makeup, but he
said talks could lead to a change in the Assembly's rules on internal elections. [Sources: La Prensa
(Nicaragua), 01/10/98, 01/11/98, 01/12/98; XINHUA, 01/14/98; Notimex, 01/12/98, 01/16/98; Spanish
news service EFE, 01/16/98, 01/19/98]
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